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Mr. RUTHERFORD changed his vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 296 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that I may hereafter be 
considered to be the first sponsor of 
H.R. 296, a bill originally introduced by 
Representative Chaffetz of Utah, for 
the purposes of adding cosponsors and 
requesting reprintings pursuant to 
clause 7 of rule XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

INCREASING OPPORTUNITY AND 
SUCCESS FOR CHILDREN AND 
PARENTS THROUGH EVIDENCE- 
BASED HOME VISITING ACT 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2824. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 533 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2824. 

The Chair appoints the gentlewoman 
from Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) to preside 
over the Committee of the Whole. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2824) to 
amend title V of the Social Security 
Act to extend the Maternal, Infant, and 
Early Childhood Home Visiting Pro-
gram, with Mrs. ROBY in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 

SMITH) and the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Chair, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Chair, I rise in support of 
H.R. 2824, the Increasing Opportunity 
and Success for Children and Parents 
Through Evidence-Based Home Vis-
iting Act. This bill would reauthorize 
the Maternal, Infant, and Early Child-
hood Home Visiting Program, known 
as MIECHV, for 5 years and make sure 
the program continues to focus on re-
sults. 

I would like to note, this bill rep-
resents the first full reauthorization 
proposal Congress has considered for 
this program. 

The Ways and Means Human Re-
sources Subcommittee, which I chair, 
held a hearing on the program earlier 
this year. We solicited feedback from 
stakeholders, marked up a bill in com-
mittee, and today we are debating this 
bill on the floor. This is how Congress 
is supposed to work, and this bill is an 
example of Congress getting its work 
done. 

The MIECHV Program helps support 
State and local efforts to provide vol-
untary, evidence-based home visiting 
services to parents and children living 
in communities that put them at risk 
of poor social and health outcomes, in-
cluding in rural areas like those I rep-
resent. 

Unlike many other programs that 
focus on money spent or people served, 
this program focuses on achieving real 
results for families. Specifically, this 
program promotes school readiness of 
young children, increases economic 
self-sufficiency of families, improves 
prenatal health and birth outcomes, 
and prevents childhood abuse and ne-
glect. 

Madam Chair, I have had the oppor-
tunity to see firsthand what home vis-
iting looks like. In March, I spent time 
in Nebraska with the Panhandle Public 
Health District’s Healthy Families 
America program in western Nebraska. 
The program focuses on improving the 
economic success and school readiness 
of vulnerable children and families in 
three Nebraska counties: Scotts Bluff, 
Morrill, and Box Butte. 

During my visit, I met with Dawn, 
one of the program participants, who 
told me what it was like for her to 
work with a home visitor. Her home 
visitor helped her find a stable home 
and a steady income to provide for her 
growing family. These are the types of 
outcomes we should be expecting when 
we have programs to help those who 
are struggling to get ahead. 

MIECHV works because funding is 
tied to evidence. Unfortunately, 
MIECHV is the exception, as few Fed-

eral social programs have been evalu-
ated at all, and almost none condition 
funding on evidence of whether the pro-
gram actually works. 

In the Better Way agenda put for-
ward by House Republicans last year, 
we proposed doing more of what 
MIECHV does: measuring how well pro-
grams are working to focus funding on 
those which produce real results. When 
we spend limited taxpayer dollars to 
help those in need, we must make sure 
we are spending money on effective 
programs. To do otherwise is a dis-
service to both taxpayers as well as 
those we are seeking to help. 

On March 15 of this year, the Human 
Resources Subcommittee held a hear-
ing on MIECHV. In the hearing, we 
heard from those with firsthand experi-
ence with home visiting programs, and 
their input was invaluable as we devel-
oped this proposal. 

Both before and after the hearing, we 
sought input from States and others 
about how the program was working 
and how it could be improved and 
strengthened. These conversations also 
informed the bill before us today. 

I should also note, there is broad bi-
partisan support for MIECHV, includ-
ing from dozens of national organiza-
tions and hundreds of State and local 
organizations, including business lead-
ers, law enforcement officers, faith- 
based groups, healthcare providers, 
child welfare advocacy organizations, 
and early education providers. 

While I understand some of my col-
leagues would like to continue this 
program or even increase its funding 
without an offset, under the rules that 
govern this Chamber and our current 
deficits, it would be irresponsible and 
against the rules of this Chamber to 
fund this program without finding 
ways to reduce spending elsewhere. 
That is why we are considering this as 
part of a package of two bills today: 
this bill and the Control Unlawful Fu-
gitive Felons Act of 2017, which will be 
considered later this week during its 
own debate. 

Instead of increasing our Nation’s 
debt, we should be doing more of what 
we are doing here today: prioritizing 
Federal spending and focusing on what 
works by improving the integrity of 
one program to provide funding for an-
other. 

Madam Chair, I am grateful for the 
time we are spending here today to 
consider the reauthorization of this im-
portant program, and I appreciate the 
opportunity to stand in support of this 
bill today. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 
Washington, DC, September 18, 2017. 

Hon. KEVIN BRADY, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN BRADY: I write concerning 
H.R. 2824, Increasing Opportunity through 
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